
Farm Emiliano Brandimarte Az. Agr. (Sibillini Ranch)

1. Introducción

La familia Brandimarte ha criado caballos durante más de 30 años en la meseta de 
Castelluccio di Norcia, a 1.450 metros sobre el nivel del mar, en el monte Vettore, 2.476 
metros, el pico más alto de las montañas Sibillini. El abuelo de Emiliano comenzó esta 
actividad de cría y venta de caballos en 1985, cuando la única cría de animales en el área se 
basaba en las ovejas y la mayoría eran pastores. La explotación se basa en 30 hectáreas 
arrendadas como pastos para caballos, ganado vacuno, burros y cabras, mientras que la cría 
de ovejas se abandonó debido a los frecuentes asaltos de lobos. La familia Brandimarte tiene 
3,5 ha en propiedad para este cometido, y otras 2,5 que se dedican a la producción de la 
famosa lenteja de Castelluccio di Norcia (IGP).

2. PERFIL DE PROMOTOR

Nombre
Emiliano

Apellido
Brandimarte

Año de nacimiento



1988

Género
masculino

Educación

High school

3. DESCRIPCIÓN DE LA GRANJA



Address
Pian Grande di Castelluccio, 06046 Norcia (PG)

País
Italia

Área agrícola en hectáreas
36.00

Fecha de establecimiento de la granja



1985

Fecha desde que el promotor posee / arrienda la granja
Dom, 01/01/2006 - 12:00

NUMBER OF WORKERS FAMILY MEMBERS EXTERNAL WORKERS

Full time 1 2

Part time 0 0

Descripción granja

The farm consists of 36 ha, 6 ha company's property and the rest rented, mostly made of 
pastures. In a small part of the property (2.5 ha) the famous lentil of Castelluccio di Norcia 
(PGI) is produced. The main animal breeding is based on horses, around 60, trained by 
Emiliano himself, with the help of his uncle, for riding school and trekking. A bovine breeding 
started in the very last year as a complementary activity based on Chianina race (White 
bullock of central Apennines (PGI)) and half-breed cattle, currently 9 heads.

Página web y redes sociales
Facebook

4. Agricultura multifuncional y sostenible y Paisajes 
agrícolas europeos (PAE)
Multifunctional & sustainable farming Key Words
Quality/Organic/Certified production
Tourism and recreation related to EAL

Texto libre

Adventure as inspiration and resilience as way of life are the keywords for this family farming 
engaged to maintain and valorize the surrounding mountain landscapes with prevailing 
pastures within highlands in the middle of Central Apennines. This area between Umbria and 
Marche is the National Park of Sibillini Mountains since 1993. It is famous for its unique 
landscapes, suitable for animal breeding and farming based on old cereals and the famous 
Lentil of Castelluccio di Norcia (PGI). After the earthquakes on 24th August 2016, 26th, and 
30th October 2016, that hit 4 regions: Umbria, Marche, Abruzzo, and Lazio damaging 
200,000 homes and 3,000 stalls, all people living in Castelluccio di Norcia, as well as in other 
towns and villages around the Sibillini Mountains, the epicenter of the earthquake, moved 
elsewhere. The majority of those living in Umbria moved to Lake Trasimeno and were hosted 
by hotels and residences. Emiliano and his family decided to remain with their animals, 
facing the difficulties and managing animal shelters and welfare at their best. In December 
2016, they moved to Norcia descending along the roads and trails torn by the earthquake. 

https://www.facebook.com/Sibillini-Ranch-1663873937209321/
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/qualityorganiccertified-production
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/tourism-and-recreation-related-eal


The following spring of 2017, as well as 2018, they went back to Castelluccio repeating as in 
the past the transhumance tradition and offering their tourist services, such as horse riding 
in spring, summer, and fall, in collaboration with some hotels reopening in Norcia and 
surroundings and offering camping tents to tourists. Televisions and press gave a large 
publicity to this case of "resistance" to the post-earthquake difficulties despite of Castelluccio 
being an abandoned ghost village.

Consejos / Recomendación

There is nothing comparable to natural beauty of Castelluccio di Norcia highlands. Nature 
can be sometimes tough, as it is commonly in winter when this area is isolated some days of 
a year because of heavy snows, or it was in the case of last destructive earthquake, but it is 
so attractive towards sensitive people that we cannot avoid to come back and restart what 
was interrupted by the recent natural disaster. The unique landscape and environment of the 
plateau of Castelluccio can still give again a very high added value to activities based on 
ecotourism, outdoor sports, and leisure time as a driver of local sustainable development. 
That environment is not only beautiful and attractive for nature and sport lovers, but also 
safe for horse riders because of its large lands ideal to learn horse riding and enjoy large 
trekking tours with scenic views of the area. Old cereals, namely (Triticum dicoccum), 
legumes - the lentil of Castelluccio di Norcia (PGI) (Lens culinaris subsp. Culinaris) and a kind 
of pea with strong taste called “roveja” (Pisum sativum ssp arvense, variety roveja), 
represent the plant biodiversity of this area and one of the most important income for local 
farmers. Animal breeding with bovine, sheep, and swine of local races are the other main 
farming activity for dairy and meat production (famous is the seasoned cheese from Norcia 
called “caciotta”, cured meat Norcia ham PGI, and several other kinds of traditional salted 
meat). Landscapes, natural environment, and traditional products are all together the 
traditional heritage of Castelluccio di Norcia and the Sibillini Mountains National Park.

5. Consideraciones, formación / conocimientos y 
consultas / preguntas.
Consideraciones Generales

Training is a very important issue for all category of workers as well as for people willing to 
learn outdoor sports and leisure activities such as horse riding. A professional riding guide 
has to be trained for many years, be passionate of a special contact with the animals and the 
environment and expert in relationships with visitors and tourists. Besides the techniques a 
riding guide has to learn to manage all horse needs, such as feeding, cleaning, horse 
shoeing, and sharpen a sensitivity towards any horse health problems. Very important 
training issues are also an in-depth knowledge of the local landscapes, animal and plant 
biodiversity, and food heritage with the ability to represent them to the guests. Family 
cohesion and good relationships within the team are fundamental in a small family farm. 
Family is the main self-assistance group supporting all ongoing difficulties, together with 
friends and volunteers, as it has been after the earthquakes. Good relationships with all 



other tourist operators are very important to create a pleasant and receptive atmosphere by 
welcoming tourists and putting them at ease. After critical and extreme difficulties (such as 
the situation after the earthquake) proves that a strong feeling of solidarity can also come 
from institutions and associations (municipalities, civil protection corps, farmers' 
associations, etc.) during the emergency, but favoring the processes to restart the economic 
activities and limiting a bureaucratic approach to reconstruction causing slowness and 
distortions. Training needs should be therefore not just limited to hard and soft skills 
(techniques and relationships), but should also enlarge notably the horizons of all operators 
involved in sustainable development, promotion, and provision of services with a common 
vision.

Strengths Weaknesses

Granja familiar con 30 años de cría de 
caballos y ecoturismo.
Ubicación en medio del Parque 
Nacional de las montañas Sibillini.
Productos locales de calidad tradicional 
famosos a nivel nacional.

Ecosistema frágil.
Área en peligro debido a terremotos 
(1 mt de pendiente originada por el 
impacto sísmico).
Riesgo de abandono debido a daños 
del terremoto.

Opportunities Threats

Primavera y verano muy atractivos 
para turistas y comida tradicional muy 
famosa en Italia.
Potencial creación de distrito 
alimentario basado en la biodiversidad 
y las tradiciones animales y vegetales.
Ecoturismo bien desarrollado.

Erosión del suelo por deslizamientos 
de tierra tras el terremoto.
Falta de personas y recursos para 
mantener el hábitat y las actividades 
económicas.

Palabras clave
EAL Keywords
Highland
Meadow
Protected area

Farming Key words
Grassland/Pasture
Horses
Horticulture

https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/grasslandpasture
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/horses
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/horticulture


Legumes

Main Training/Skills/Competences

The company knowledge is based on horse breeding and riding with a complete know-how of 
a professional guide and horse keeping. The unique landscapes of Sibillini Mountains are the 
main natural resource of the family farm and a specific training is requested not just on 
methods but also on relationships with the customers and information on the main 
peculiarities and excellences of the area. Other farm products are legumes, especifically the 
famous Lentil of Castelluccio di Norcia GPI and bovine breeding. Sibillini Ranch has a 
complete range of internal competences, professional riding guides for trekking, farrier and 
horse keeping, and external support of a veterinarian.

Multifunctional & sustainable farming Key Words
Quality/Organic/Certified production
Tourism and recreation related to EAL

Consultas / preguntas

•  For many farms located in EAL with a highly relevant cultural value, ecotourism could be 
an interesting activity increasing incomes, both for the farm and the territory, while 
maintaining the landscapes itself in a sustainable way. Do you think this could be applied in 
your area? 

•  Traditional and certified products, both crops and autochthonous animal breeds could also 
help the sustainability of farms and EAL. Have you ever thought of certifying your production?
 

•  Did you checked the requirements to achieve different kinds of certifications (e.g.: organic 
certification, PDO, PGI, etc.)? 

•  Small communities, especially in marginal areas, are sometimes not enough considered by 
public institutions. Is this the case in your area? If yes, how do you think this could be solved?

Reconocimiento y renuncia.

Este proyecto ERASMUS+ 2016-1-SK01-KA202-022502 ha sido financiado con el apoyo de la 
Comisión Europea. Esta publicación refleja únicamente las opiniones del autor y la Comisión 

no puede hacerse responsable de cualquier uso que pueda hacerse de la información 
contenida en el mismo.

https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/legumes
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/qualityorganiccertified-production
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/tourism-and-recreation-related-eal
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