Inmaculada Jiménez - un’apicoltrice

1. introduzione

Inmaculada Jiménez & un’apicoltrice che ha iniziato nel 2013 con 5 arnie e, nel 2015, quando
le & stato concesso I'aiuto per I'incorporazione nell’'impresa agricola, ha avviato la sua
attivita apicola. Produce miele e polline €, in misura limitata, propoli. Vorrebbe anche
imparare come estrarre la pappa reale, ma questo e piu complicato. Si dedica alla vendita di
questi prodotti. Esegue anche la transumanza, dal momento che alcuni agricoltori hanno
bisogno dell'impollinazione delle api per aumentare in modo sensibile la loro produzione. La
sua produzione ¢ in fase di conversione ecologica che, nel caso del miele e dei suoi derivati,
ha la durata di un anno. Infine, tiene corsi di apicoltura per principianti.

2. PROMOTORE PROFILO

Nome
Inmaculada

Cognhome
Jiménez

Anno di nascita
1981



Sesso
Femmina

Formazione

Degree in Technical Engineering of Mines and Master in Occupational Risk Prevention

3. FARM PROFILO







Address

It has 3 settlements located in Cazorla (which belongs to the Natural Park of Cazorla, Segura
and the Villas), Mountain range of the Grana in Jamilena and in the Mountain Torre del
campo, all of them province of Jaén.

Nazione
Spagna

Zona agricola in ettari
0.00

Data di costituzione dell'azienda
2013

Data da quando il promotore possiede / affitta I'azienda agricola
Gio, 01.01.2015 - 12:00

NUMBER OF WORKERS FAMILY MEMBERS EXTERNAL WORKERS
Full time 0 0
Part time 0 0

descrizione dell'azienda

Inmaculada has 3 settlements, in the Natural Park of Cazorla, Segura and Las Villas, in the
Sierra de la Grana of Jamilena and in the Sierra de Torre del campo. She would like to expand
to 2 more settlements that are already selected by the flora they host. The bees collect the
pollen in around 6 km diameter from where the settlement is. The landscape to choose
depends on the type of honey you want to obtain. The Natural Park is excellent for
beekeeping and the other locations also have a great variety of vegetation and that is why
they were chosen. The Natural Park has a very early flowering and there is a continuous
flowering chain throughout the year (except summer). The flowering of the rosemary begins,
then the thyme and when this one finishes the one of the marjoram is produced, and the



rockrose. After summer, the strawberry tree and the holm oak begins to flower.

4. Agricoltura multifunzionale/sostenibile e Paesaggi
Agricoli Europei (PAE)

Multifunctional & sustainable farming Key Words

Biodiversi
Cooperation
Direct sales
uality/C ic/Certified producti

Testo libero

When she started with a few beehives in 2013, she fell in love with beekeeping. For this
reason, she wanted to become more involved and in 2015 she requested the help of
incorporation into the agricultural enterprise for young farmers and she was granted one.

The location of the beehives is one of the most important factors to consider. Depending on
the type of honey you want to obtain, be it rosemary, thyme, oak, eucalyptus, etc. Then she
had to choose the settlement for the beehives in a landscape in which that particular
vegetation predominates. Having one of their settlements located in the Natural Park gives
an added value, because they offer very high-quality honey, very varied and currently highly-
demanded. The location of the settlement is indicated on the label of the products.

Through transhumance, you can cover the periods with less flowering in the forest, starting
with almond and fruit trees. There is a win-win relationship, the farmer gets a more effective
pollination, higher fertilization, which results in higher production and the beekeeper enables
her apiary to collect the nectars. Farmer's crops allow beekeepers to activate the hive and
start producing earlier.

In summer, when the scrub dries up and there is no flowering, she transhumances with the
beehives and takes them to cooler places or to some plantation. When the flowering is about
to start, the farmers notify and contract the beekeepers to take the hives and thus get
between 20-30% more yield. This occurs in plantations of sunflower, almond, pistachio,
plum, etc.

Inmaculada this year has registered as a handmade bottler in the decree of direct sale to be
able to sell her products. At the moment she sells honey and pollen to some shops and to
private individuals on request. As soon as she obtains the ecological certification, she will sell
honey in a cooperative in Cérdoba with which she has already established an agreement.
She also wants to produce propolis and royal jelly.

Consiglio/Raccomandazione


https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/biodiversity
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/cooperation
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/direct-sales
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/qualityorganiccertified-production

"I encourage everyone who applies to be confident and set up their own agricultural
operation and thus obtain either main or secondary source of income."

"Those who start in this segment have to be well trained because otherwise they can
seriously harm other beekeepers, especially when it comes to chemical treatments. There
should be more control in that sense, because sometimes there are individuals who are not
even in the apicultural reqgistry prepared by the OCAs (county agricultural office) and when
they do what they think is right they might damage the production of their own and of the
other beekeepers."

5. CONSIDERAZIONI, abilita/competenze coinvolte e
domande/questioni

Considerazioni generali

Beekeeping is a fascinating and complex world at the same time. Beekeepers encounter
many obstacles until they begin to see any results. One of the most relevant aspects is the
choice of land. If you do not have areas where settlements can be set up or you have to buy
land, which is not always the most cost-effective option, or you get free unused land or you
can even get permission to use public forest. Every 5 years, the assignment of a public forest
plot can be requested from the appropriate authorities. Depending on the scale you perform,
they may grant you the land or not. This arrangement maybe renewed later. The
disadvantage of these lands is that they are widely-known and easily-accessible areas, so
the risk of being robbed is very high and there are many cases of stealing honey, even the
whole hives. For this reason, sometimes inaccessible and unknown terrains are preferred,
which on the other hand also have their negative side, especially when the weather is bad, it
rains or snows and the paths become impassable and you cannot access your settlements.
Being removed from your locality also means having higher expenses for travel, time, etc.

The pollination carried out by transhumant beekeepers is of great importance and helps to
guarantee and improve the biodiversity of forest areas and maintain native species. The bee
is responsible for pollinating 80% of the wild vegetation even the vegetation sown by man.

In recent years, beekeepers are very concerned with the entry of honey of Chinese and
Argentine origin to our country. This honey is of very low quality, diluted, with little sanitary
control and mislabelled. This brings disadvantages the beekeeping sector. On their labels,
they appear as honeys from the EU and not from outside of EU, without specifying the
percentage of honey they carry. That honey is sold at € 1.60 and local beekeepers cannot
compete with those prices, because in order to be profitable they have to sell theirs for
around € 8. In Spain, beekeepers are beginning to mobilize to demand more control in the
labelling.



Another concern is the risk of contact with the mite Varroa destructor, which fulminates the
hives and the Asian wasp, which for lack of means for its eradication, is proliferating and
eliminating our bees.

Strengths Weaknesses

* Prodotti di qualita ecologica. *® Difficile accesso agli insediamenti degli

* Promozione della biodiversita alveari.
attraverso. ® Poco sostegno per I'apicoltura.

® Ubicazione all’interno del Parco ®* Mancanza di controllo delle condizioni delle
Naturale e in montagna con colture.
basso impatto ambientale. * Dipendenza dagli agricoltori; bruschi

® Impollinazione delle colture. cambiamenti del tempo e mancanza di

norme piu severe e piu restrittive
sull'etichettatura del miele.

Opportunities Threats

* Api come bioindicatore della Malattie: Varroa Destructor.

salute ambientale. ® Vespa asiatica.

* Prodotti ecologici benefici per la * Controllo della foresta pubblica (perdita di
salute . contratti di locazione.

®* Maggiore domanda di colture ®* Concorrenza con la vendita di mieli cinesi
permanenti. di bassa qualita.

* Apicoltura come attivita
complementare.

Parole chiave

EAL Keywords
Farmland
Orchards
Protected area

Farming Key words
Beekeeping
Processing

Main Training/Skills/Competences


https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/beekeeping
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/farming/processing

When she began her journey, she contacted other beekeepers to ask them and thus solve
the doubts that had arisen. This was not easy since beekeeping has always been a work
inherited from parents to children and it is a very closed society, very reluctant to share their
knowledge.

She tries to attend all beekeeping workshops, courses and other events whenever she can.
She considers them very useful because she can expand her knowledge and meet
interesting people who will always bring something new. The subjects that she considers
most important are those related to food, bee health, ecological treatments in hives and
biocidal treatments in hives. This last one is very important since approximately 40% of the
hives die in winter and this is thought to be due to the large number of diseases that they
suffer lately. This is because the habitat to the bee is changing and the bees can no longer
subsist in any environment as they did years ago.

Starting from nothing in the segment of beekeeping, you have to know where you can buy
the materials, the food that you have to put the bees in the hives in seasons of scarcity so
that they arrive strong in the spring, where you can and should install the hives, what
treatments are appropriate, etc. All this is not possible without basic knowledge of
beekeeping. There are people who start with 50 beehives and soon realize that they don't
know how and can't maintain them. In addition to that, you need the same machinery and
therefore the same economic investment, if you have 50 beehives as if you have 170 of
them.

In Spain, there is formal training in this respect, which is carried out by the IFAPA (Institute of
Agricultural and Fishing Research and Training of Andalusia). It consists of 8 modules, each
one a week long. They are done in person and allow you to complete them in a period of 2
years. When finished, they accredit you as a beekeeper. Years ago, you could prove yourself
as a beekeeper if you showed that you had been active in this field for 5 years with your
family or other beekeeper. Today this formal training is needed.

Multifunctional & sustainable farming Key Words
Biodi .

Cooperation

Direct sales

Quality/C ic/Certified lucti

Domande/Questioni


https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/biodiversity
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/cooperation
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/direct-sales
https://www.cs.feal-future.org/en/msfarm/qualityorganiccertified-production

Is beekeeping a type of work easy to learn and accessible to all farmers?

Would it be possible in your country or region to define a profile of a specialized professional
beekeeper whose management was based on a transhumant system such as the case of
Inmaculada?

Is there any regulated education system that trains beekeepers in your country, like the one
in Spain?

Riconoscimento e clausola di esonero della responsabilita.

Questo progetto ERASMUS+ n. 2016-1-SK01-KA202-022502 e stato finanziato con il sostegno
della Commissione europea. Questa pubblicazione riflette solo il punto di vista dell’autore e
la Commissione non puo essere ritenuta responsabile per qualsiasi uso possa essere fatto
delle informazioni contenutevi.
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